
Orca News
Meredith Hill Elementary School

Hello Meredith Hill Families,

We have accomplished a lot in our �rst two months of school as an Orca community, and I am
appreciative of each and every one of our Meredith Hill Families for doing their very best with
remote learning.

I want to clearly communicate with you that all learning opportunities for our scholars are
extremely important, especially now that we are remote. At Meredith Hill, we have classroom
and specialist teachers who are experts in teaching and how children learn best. All scholars,
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Monday, Nov. 9 - Asynchronous Learning

Tuesday, Nov. 10 - A Day

Wednesday, Nov. 11 - Veterans Day - No School

Thursday, Nov. 12 - B Day
School to you pick up - Check ParentVue for the bus stop near
you!

Friday, Nov. 13 - C Day

Some changes have been made to our AM and PM sessions.
The AM session now ends at 11:45 and the PM session now
ends at 2:45

Changes to our M,T, Th, F schedule:
If your child has specialists at 11:30, your content area ends at
11:15 AM, your child receives a transition time and your child
goes to specialists at 11:30 AM
If your child has specialists at 3:00, your content area ends at
2:45 PM, your child receives a transition time and your child
goes to specialists at 3:00 pm
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every day, should attend their classes on Zoom with their
homeroom teachers, and many of our scholars are also invited
to personalized small group Zoom sessions with our specialist
teachers. Please make sure that your child attends every
learning opportunity that he or she is invited to, and please
always let us know when your child cannot attend.

On Wednesdays, we begin with our Morning Assembly at 9:00
and dismiss scholars at 9:15 to log into Launchpad to Learning
for that day’s asynchronous learning. Wednesdays are not
optional days and count toward your child’s attendance.
Research shows that missing as many as 3-4 days of school
results in signi�cantly less learning for a student. If your child is
unable to participate in learning for any reason, including logging in on Wednesdays, we must
partner with you to excuse the absence and to ensure learning can be made up.

We know that remote learning is a new experience and one that none of us expected. We are
all learning, growing, adapting, and thriving together as a community. We have the best team
with great support available, so please do not hesitate to reach out to us with your
experiences, ideas, concerns, celebrations, and needs. We want to hear and learn from you.

Have a great weekend!

In partnership,
Principal Babbin.
Meredith Hill Elementary
253.945.3205
hbabbin@fwps.org

Click here for Fun Friday!Click here for Fun Friday!

Wednesday, Nov. 11th -
Veterans Day - No School
Meredith Hill would like to thank all veterans of all branches
for your service. Thank you for your sacri�ce, your bravery, and
the example you set for us all. To all those who have served,
and those who continue to serve… Happy Veterans Day!

mailto:hbabbin@fwps.org
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iReady Math and Reading
Lessons
It is important that all scholars spend about 1 hour each week
on iReady Math lessons and 1 hour each week on iReady
Reading lessons. Don’t know much about iReady? Watch this
short video to learn about the program and how you can
support your child.

Wednesday Asynchronous Learning
Wednesday asynchronous learning days are an important learning day for all scholars! This
short video tells you everything you need to know about supporting your child on Wednesdays
including:

Expectations and schedule
How attendance is taken
How to access student assignments

Watch the video below to learn more.

Meredith Hill Wednesday Asynchronous Learning Days
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Back to School Supplies
The district has purchased school supplies for all scholars this
year. These include headphones, notebooks, markers, glue,
pencils, and other important supplies for scholars. These
supplies are being distributed through the School to You
program, however many families have still not picked them up.
Please make sure you pick up your child’s supplies during a
Wednesday pick up between 9 AM and 3 PM or call the school to arrange a time to pick them
up.

Meredith Hill iReady Math Reading Lessons

SCHOOL TO YOU
Curriculum materials will be sent home each week through
School to You. You will receive a voicemail from us each
Wednesday evening to let you know which grade levels should
pick up materials at their assigned bus stops on Thursdays. To
�nd your pickup location, you can check ParentVue. To locate
this information in ParentVUE, please select “Student
Information,” then look for the new section called “School to
You.” You can also use the School to You application on
Launchpad to Learning. If you were not able to pick up supplies
from past weeks, you are welcome to come to the school on
Wednesday, November 18th between 9 AM and 3 PM to pick up
past supplies. Please feel free to contact the o�ce with
questions or to arrange an alternative time to pick up supplies.
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SCHOOL MEALS
Federal Way Public Schools is dedicated to helping ensure
scholars are well fed, so they are ready to learn. School meals
are served every Wednesday, with one exception. Due to the
Veterans Day holiday on Wednesday, November 11, meals will
be served on Tuesday, November 10 at the same time.

Funded by the USDA, meals are available for FWPS students
and children aged 18 or younger at no cost September 9 through December 16, 2020.

You are encouraged to apply for Free and or Reduced Meals online at
https://www.fwps.org/lunchapplication

Our schools receive additional support for those families that qualify. Paper applications are
also available in our school o�ce. All information is strictly con�dential.

How does the school meals program work?
Meredith Hill pick-up time starts at 12:30 and ends at 2:30.
Meal kits include: 5 breakfasts and 5 lunches. Scholars will have a choice between a
microwavable kit or ready to eat kit.
Parents may pick up for their children ages 18 or younger. Child does not need to be
present.

Assessments
Our scholars have been working hard to learn new material, and now is the time for them to
show us what they have learned! Many classes will begin to introduce more assessments.
Your child’s teacher will communicate to you how scholars should complete assessments on
their Canvas pages. Please support your child to take these assessments independently and
help scholars submit their assessments to their teachers. When students take assessments,
it helps us know what they have learned and how we need to support them. Thank you for your
partnership!

Grades
Our newly updated grade book offers additional ways to communicate to families and
scholars more accurately around scholar progress towards mastery of standards. A new
reporting measure is the use of an “IE” to indicate that at this time there is “Insu�cient
Evidence” to support providing a letter grade. When you see an IE reported it is an indicator to
you and your child that they are either missing work or have not provided completed work to
their teacher.

https://www.fwps.org/lunchapplication
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We are continuing to re�ne our systems and practices to �t within a remote teaching and
learning structure. As we have transitioned to the quarter system for our High Schools, there
has been a need to report progress towards meeting standards sooner to families and
scholars. This switch is being made to our reporting system now in order to report out
progress towards mastery. Scholars will need to provide a minimum of two pieces of evidence
per priority standard to generate a letter grade. If one piece of priority standard evidence is an
IE the reporting standard and the course grade will be reported as an IE (insu�cient evidence)
in ParentVUE and StudentVUE.

The impact at this point in the quarter/ mid-semseter: Currently there are some scholars who
are showing a letter grade with only one piece of evidence submitted. With the switch in the
system this will change to an IE in order to indicate that there is a need for this scholar to
submit more evidence in order to create a letter grade.

Next Steps: The system updated the evening of Wednesday October 28, 2020. Scholars and
families will see these adjustments in StudentVue/ParentVue starting Thursday October 29,
2020. If your scholar previously had a letter grade showing and now has an IE, the next step
will be to complete any previously assigned work or assignments. Once your scholar has
provided two pieces of evidence for each reporting standard, they will generate a letter grade.

Teachers will be accepting late work throughout quarter one in order to allow needed time for
scholars to submit their work. The quarter closes on November 9, 2020

Did you know that you can...
...enter an absence for your student(s) via ParentVue?

Here is how.
Sign into your account.
Select the student that you are reporting an absence for (if you have more than one student in
FWPS).
You should see a blue box that says Report Absence.
This will open a new dialog box where you can select the date of the absence (start and end
date).
Then select the reason – please note if you select other please enter the reason in the note
�eld.
If the reason is for a medical appointment you can take a picture of the appointment reminder
or note from the doctor and attach it with the absence. We need to have this to excuse the
absence as a medical appointment.
Then press save.
This works with the App on your phone or from a desktop computer.
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From our P.T.A.
Your P.T.A. is hard at work and wants to share information to
all Meredith Hill families.

Currently, we have online membership and order forms for
Meredith Hill Spiritwear. Please visit our website to stay
updated on PTA information, projects, and fundraisers:
https://meredithhillpta.memberplanet.com/

Meredith Hill Spiritwear orders are still available. Show your
Meredith Hill spirit and help fundraise for our PTA!

This year hoodies, t-shirts, and sweatpants are available. All
orders this year are online. Full descriptions of what is being
offered can be found online . Click on the link to go to the
order form: https://mp.gg/ei47q

Spiritwear orders are due Nov 19th.

If your paid membership level includes Spiritwear, please email
your selection(s) to Christopher Mears at
meredithhillpta@gmail.com .

https://www.fwps.org/meredithhill
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Meredith Hill Elementary P.T.A. FacebookMeredith Hill Elementary P.T.A. Facebook
PagePage

Federal Way Public Schools Federal Way Public Schools DistrictDistrict
WebsiteWebsite

Please visit our district’s website for important upcoming and up to date information

https://www.facebook.com/MeredithHillPTA/
https://www.fwps.org/

